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[image: image1.jpg]


Section notes and activities 1

Act One: Section 1

(From p. 1 to p. 10 ‘sharp ring of front door bell’)

At the start of the play, we see the Birling family enjoying a celebratory dinner with Gerald Croft, to whom Sheila Birling has recently become engaged. Mr Birling is in a good mood, as a result of this engagement and his upcoming knighthood, and he makes a number of speeches before a doorbell is heard.

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act One. 

The play opens with stage directions that give us an insight into the family setting and relative wealth of the Birling household, and which hint at future occurrences. 

1
Look at the stage directions at the start of the play. Pick out some words and phrases that show that the family is fairly well off.

2
Also write down the impression gained of each character, based on Priestley’s opening stage directions.

3
Priestley writes that ‘The lighting should be pink and intimate until the INSPECTOR arrives, and then it should be brighter and harder’. What mood does this suggest the play will have at the start, and then later once the Inspector has arrived?

4
Who says? 

a
‘Arthur, you’re not supposed to say such things —’

b
‘And I’ve told you — I was awfully busy at the works all that time.’

c
‘Suddenly I felt I just had to laugh.’

d
‘And we’re in for a time of steadily increasing prosperity.’

e
‘But the way some of these cranks talk and write now, you’d think everybody has to look after everybody else…’

5
Define the following words that occur in this section: 

a
portentous
b
dandy

c
reproachfully

d
mock aggressiveness

e
guffaw

f
squiffy

g
pretences

h
agitations

i
confidentially

j
complacently

k
decanter

l
solemnly

m
crank 

Role play

6
Work in groups of five. Act out the play from p. 5 to p. 7, when all except Mr Birling and Gerald exit.


Discuss the way in which the characters interact. Then write down your conclusions about the relationships between:

a
Gerald and Sheila

b
Sheila and Eric

c
Sheila and her parents

d
Eric and his parents

e
Mr and Mrs Birling

7
Read over p. 8 to the end of the section on p. 10. What conclusions can you draw about the way Gerald and Mr Birling interact together and with Eric? 

Extension activities

8
Look over the entire section. You will notice that Priestley often uses dashes in characters’ speeches. What do you think this suggests about the way characters are talking and the atmosphere on stage at these moments?

9
Using the internet and/or reference books, prepare a short talk or a PowerPoint presentation on one of the following subjects:

a
Edwardian Britain

b
the Suffragettes

c
the build-up to the First World War
Section notes and activities 2

Act One: Section 2

(From p. 10 ‘sharp ring of front door bell’ to p. 16, Sheila’s entrance)

This section of the play reveals more information to us about characters’ lives. We meet a police inspector, Mr Goole, who is making enquiries into the suicide of a young woman called Eva Smith, who has died in the infirmary after drinking some disinfectant. The Inspector questions Mr Birling about his connection to the dead girl and we discover that she was once employed at Birling and Company but was later fired because of an industrial dispute over wages. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act One. 

1
Look at the way Priestley describes the Inspector in stage directions on p. 11. What impression do you have of him as a result?

2
What information does the Inspector provide about the dead girl?

3
What does the word ‘interpose’ mean? Why does the Inspector do this? 

4
When did Mr Birling fire Eva Smith?
5
What reasons does Mr Birling give for firing Eva Smith?

6
Who agrees with Mr Birling’s actions and who disagrees?
7
Look at how Mr Birling and Eric talk to each other. Find two examples that show the tense relationship between them.

8
What joke does the Inspector make on p. 16?

9
Why do you think Priestley included this?

10
Work in pairs. Identify which characters speak the following lines from this section of Act One. Explain what each quotation suggests about the speaker?

a
‘Well, I don’t think it’s very funny.’

b 
‘I was an alderman for years — and Lord Mayor two years ago —’

c
‘Still, I can’t accept any responsibility.’

d
‘It’s my duty to ask questions.’

e
‘But after all it’s better to ask for the earth than to take it.’

f
‘What did you say your name was, Inspector?’

Extension activities

11
Look at the stage directions that indicate how characters are to speak their lines. What mood are characters shown to be in? Find examples of stage directions that show characters’ emotions and explain these.

12
Look back at this section and the previous one. Find examples of words that show this is a play set in 1912.

Section notes and activities 3

Act One: Section 3

(From p. 16, Sheila’s entrance to p. 21, Sheila’s exit)

This section of the play gives us additional information about what happened to Eva Smith and allows us an insight into different characters’ attitudes towards events and taking responsibility for the consequences of one’s actions. Priestley uses characters to explore political or moral stances. We learn that, after being fired from Birling and Co., Eva Smith was taken on at Milwards, a large department store. However, she was fired from here also, following a customer complaint. 
See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act One. 

1
Why has Sheila been sent back into the dining room?

2
What is Sheila’s reaction to hearing of Eva Smith’s suicide? 

3
Define the following words that occur in this section:

a
 bewildered

b
 perturbed

c
officious

d
archly

e
stifled

f
speculatively

4
For how long was Eva Smith out of work after leaving Birling and Co.?

5
Why was Milwards short-staffed?

6
How long did Eva Smith work for Milwards?

7
What does the Inspector say on p. 19 that makes us feel particularly sorry for Eva Smith?

8
What does Sheila say on p. 20 that suggests she has something to do with Eva’s being fired?


In pairs answer the following.

9
On p. 18 the Inspector asks ‘Are you sure you don’t know.’ Then he looks at Gerald, then at Eric, then at Sheila. What is Priestley suggesting here, do you think?

10
Priestley writes that Birling talks ‘with marked change of tone’ on p. 18. What does this suggest about him?

11
Find two lines in this section that show that Sheila is being treated as if she needs to be protected in some way.

Extension activity

12
Look at what the Inspector says on p. 19 and the top of p. 20. Is there anything to suggest that he is doing more than investigating a criminal offence? Explain.
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Act One: Section 4

(From p. 21, Sheila’s exit to p. 25, the Inspector’s exit)

In this section the plot thickens. Mr Birling leaves to see what the matter is with Sheila and to tell his wife what has been happening. Gerald and Eric speak to the Inspector, which allows Priestley the opportunity to reveal some information about the Inspector’s approach, some key themes and characters’ behaviour and thoughts. Sheila re-enters and reveals that she had the woman sacked from her job as a shop assistant at Milwards as a result of her jealousy and frustration. When the Inspector then announces that Eva Smith had used more than one name, and had in fact changed her name to Daisy Renton, Gerald’s reaction makes it obvious that he knows her. The Inspector enquires after Mr Birling, and Sheila asks Eric to show him to the drawing room where Mr Birling is. 
See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act One. 

1
Birling and the Inspector have different attitudes towards collective social responsibility. Mr Birling might be described as selfish while the Inspector has more of a social conscience. Find two lines on p. 21 that show this contrast between characters.

2
While the Inspector, Gerald and Eric are alone on stage, the atmosphere is tense. Find some stage directions that show this.

3
Find a line that shows that Eric has been drinking.

4
What exactly happened at Milwards that resulted in Eva’s being fired?

5
Find a few lines that show that Sheila feels guilty about what she has done.

6
Work in pairs. Look at p. 22. How does Priestley hint that both Eric and Gerald have some connection to Eva Smith?

Role play

7
Work in pairs. What do you think Sheila is thinking when she says, ‘Well, Gerald?’ Hot-seat Sheila at this moment. One asks the other some questions about his/her thoughts at this moment. The other responds as Sheila. 

Extension activities

8
Imagine you are Sheila. Using a separate piece of paper:

a
Write a diary entry for the day at the end of January 1911 when you went to Milwards and insisted on having Eva Smith fired.

b
Write a diary entry for the day after you have discovered from Inspector Goole what happened to Eva Smith.
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Act One: Section 5

(From p. 25, the Inspector’s exit to p. 26, the end of Act One)

In this short section, Gerald and Sheila are alone on stage. When Sheila questions Gerald about his knowing the girl, he tries to deny his connection with Eva Smith but then he admits to having had an affair with her. He asks Sheila to keep the affair hidden from the Inspector but Sheila realises that this is foolish, recognising that the Inspector has a certain knowing power. This is shown when he returns to the stage and asks the question that ends the act — ‘Well?’ 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Updates Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act One. 

1
Look only at the stage directions in this section. What can you tell from these about how the mood of this section changes?

2
Look at Priestley’s use of dashes in this section. What do they tell you about the mood of this section?

3
Both Sheila and Gerald talk in short sentences here. Why do you think this is?

4
Sheila asks a number of questions in this section. In fact, she asks all but one. What does this suggest to you?

5
How do you think Sheila is feeling at the end of this section? Write four or five sentences explaining this and use words and phrases from the text to support what you write.

Extension activities

6
At the end of the act, Gerald is described by Priestley in stage directions — ‘He looks crushed’. Why is this? What does this suggest?

7
How does Priestley heighten the tension and suspense at the end of this act through the Inspector’s actions?
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Act Two: Section 1

(From p. 27 to p. 29, Mrs Birling’s entrance)

In this section of the play, we gain further insight into characters’ attitudes towards events. Sheila insists on staying to hear about Gerald’s involvement with Eva Smith/Daisy Renton, despite Gerald’s wish for her to leave. It is clear that the Inspector has made an impression on Sheila and her remorse is apparent. Mrs Birling enters in a confident mood, in contrast to the uneasy and tense atmosphere on stage.

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Two.

1
Gerald says that he wants Sheila to be spared any more unpleasantness. He appears to be gallant and gentlemanly in saying this. Can you see any other reasons for his wanting her out of the room?

2
Listed below are a few quotations that show the tensions between Gerald and Sheila. Analyse what they suggest about how these characters are feeling.

	Quotations
	Analysis

	bitterly
	Both Sheila and Gerald are angry and resentful

	you want to see somebody else put through it
	

	I’m glad I realized it in time, Gerald
	

	cutting in
	

	selfish, vindictive creature
	

	And if you’d really loved me, you couldn’t have said that.
	

	I neither said that nor even suggested it.
	

	Yes, but you don’t believe me. And this is just the wrong time not to believe me.
	


3
Why do you think Priestley has the Inspector recap on events on p. 28?

4
A connection has developed between Sheila and the Inspector. How is this shown through both what Sheila and the Inspector say and do?

5
Sheila is perceptive. She can foresee events before they occur. Find two or three lines that show this.

6
Define the word ‘dubiously’, seen on p. 29.
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Act Two: Section 2

(From p. 29, Mrs Birling’s entrance to p. 32, Mr Birling’s entrance)

In this section of the play we gain an insight into Mrs Birling’s pompous character and are shown her attitude towards class and social standing. We are also shown the difference between her and Sheila’s attitude towards the Inspector and responsibility. It is also in this section that Priestley allows Eric’s drinking to be revealed. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Two.

1
Mrs Birling treats Sheila as if she were a child. Find lines that show this.

2
Define the following words: 

a
morbid

b
haughtily

c
rebuking

d
imperturbable

e
staggered

3
Look at the stage directions that Priestley uses to describe characters. Which character is seen to be most controlled?

4
How does Priestley use Sheila as an assistant to the Inspector in this section?

Extension activities

5
Look at the language that Priestley has his characters use when they speak. Find examples of the way that:

a
the Inspector plays on other characters’ words

b
Sheila uses a metaphor to present a visual image for us
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Act Two: Section 3

(From p. 32, Mr Birling’s entrance to p. 40, Gerald’s exit)
In this section of the play, we continue to see the way in which Priestley uses Sheila as an assistant to the Inspector. We learn that the Inspector will need to speak to Eric later in the play but this section predominantly concerns Gerald’s involvement with Daisy Renton, which he reveals. Sheila returns her engagement ring to Gerald, signalling an end to their relationship, before he leaves for a walk. 
See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Two.

1
How did Gerald meet Eva/Daisy?

2
How did he help her?

3
When did the affair end?

4
Define the following words:

a
induce
b
sot
c
rogue
d
concoction
e
gallant
f
wretched
5
Work in pairs. Find lines that show the following:

a
Inspector Goole’s organised approach

b
Birling’s impatience with the Inspector

c
Gerald’s sarcasm towards Sheila
d
Sheila’s heartbreak
e
Mrs Birling’s shock at revelations
Extension activities

6
A euphemism is a word or phrase that is used to replace something that is harsh, offensive or vulgar. For example, saying that someone passed away rather than died would be a euphemism. Find an example of euphemism in this section of the play.

7
Using a separate piece of paper, write either of the following:

a
Eva’s diary entry directly after the break-up with Gerald, in which she discusses her feelings and events in her life up to this point.

b
An entry in Gerald’s private journal at the time of his affair with Daisy, in which he discusses the two women in his life. 
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Act Two: Section 4

(From p. 40, Gerald’s exit to p. 42, Birling’s entrance)

This section focuses on the different ways that Mr and Mrs Birling and Sheila view responsibilities. Mrs Birling’s connection with Eva Smith is implied in this section as she is shown a photograph of the girl and, while she says she does not recognise it, the Inspector makes clear that he believes she is lying. Both Mr and Mrs Birling try to intimidate the Inspector, although Sheila can see this is foolish. A door is heard shutting and Mr Birling exits to investigate. While he is out of the room, the Inspector continues to question Mrs Birling about her role as a prominent member of Brumley Women’s Charity Organization.

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Two.

1
The Inspector says ‘Public me, Mr Birling, have responsibilities as well as privileges.’ What do you think he means by this?

2
Sheila is a perceptive character who recognises that the Inspector is there not simply to investigate a crime but to make characters recognise their wrongs. Find lines that show this.

3
What do Mrs Birling’s words once Mr Birling has left the stage on p. 42 suggest about her character?
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Act Two: Section 5

(From p. 42, Birling’s entrance to p. 49, the end of the act)

In this section of the play, Priestley creates great suspense. Mrs Birling admits her involvement with Eva Smith, having refused her help two weeks earlier. Mrs Birling insists that she has done nothing wrong and is tricked by the Inspector into suggesting that her own son be made entirely responsible for the girl’s unhappy situation. Only the audience and Sheila are aware of the Inspector’s cunning until Mrs Birling finally realises that her son is implicated. At this crucial moment, the front door slams and everyone looks expectantly towards the door, expecting Eric, who then enters. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Two.

1
The Birlings view Eric as a bit of a fool who is temperamental. What demonstrates this on p. 42?

2
Define the following: 

a
astounded 

b
impertinence

c
impudence

d
scruples

e
culprit

3
What particularly prejudiced Mrs Birling against Eva Smith’s case?

4
Mrs Birling dislikes the fact that Eva Smith lied to her. Why is this ironic, given Mrs Birling’s behaviour in the previous section of the play?

5
Work in pairs. Identify who said the following lines:

‘…you have no power to make me change my mind.’

 ‘She was here alone, friendless, almost penniless, desperate.’

 ‘I warn you, you’re making it worse for yourself.’

 ‘She was giving herself ridiculous airs’

 ‘The Press might easily take it up —’

 ‘...I’ve done nothing wrong —’

 ‘Now, Mother — don’t you see?’

Role play

6
Work in a group of four. Imagine the conversation that takes place between Mrs Birling and fellow members of the Brumley Women’s Charity Organization when they discuss Eva’s case. Act this out.

Extension activity

7
Read the following extract from this section of the play. What language devices does Priestley have the Inspector use and what are their effects?

MRS B.
…She was claiming elaborate fine feelings and scruples that were simply absurd in a girl in her position.

INSPECTOR
(very sternly) Her position now is that she lies with a burnt-out inside on a slab. (As BIRLING tries to protest, turns on him.) Don’t stammer and yammer at me again, man. I’m losing all patience with you people. What did she say?
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Act Three: Section 1

(From p. 50 to p. 52, Sheila and Mrs Birling leave)

In this section of the play, family tensions become even more apparent. Eric admits his involvement with Eva Smith. Sheila tells Eric that Mrs Birling has been blaming him and then admits to having told Mrs Birling about his drinking. Eric explains how he met Eva Smith and how he forced himself on her. The traditional Mrs Birling is shocked at this revelation and Mr Birling asks Sheila to take her out of the room. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline, for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
Mrs Birling is living in denial. What does she say on p. 51 that shows this?

2
When and where did Eric meet Eva Smith?
3
Priestley uses stage directions well in this section of the play, to indicate the heightened emotions of characters. Make a list of the words used to describe how characters speak their lines, in the order in which they appear. 

4
Draw a tension graph to show how these emotions contribute to the tension on stage.

	


5
How do the entrances and exits affect the tension in this section of the play?

6
Mr Birling accuses Sheila of being disloyal. Do you agree with him? Explain.

7
The Inspector is very determined. What shows this?
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Act Three: Section 2

(From p. 52, Sheila and Mrs Birling leave to p. 53, Sheila and Mrs Birling return)

This section of the play provides clearer details of Eric’s sexual involvement with Eva Smith. Eric explains how he continued to see and make love to Eva Smith. Tensions between Mr Birling and Eric are seen in this section and Eric reveals that he knew of Eva’s pregnancy, had offered to marry her but she had refused, knowing that he didn’t love her. He also admits to having stolen money from his father’s firm in an attempt to support her. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
When and where did Eric next meet Eva Smith?

2
Why did Eric make love to Eva this time?

3
Eric clearly has little respect for his father and his father’s friends, seeing them as hypocrites — how does Priestley demonstrate this on p. 52?

4
How much money did Eric steal?

5
Priestley presents Eva Smith as a moral figure in this section. How is this apparent in her actions?

Role play

6
Work in a group of four. Act out this section of the play with three of you playing the Inspector, Eric and Mr Birling. The additional person will provide thought-tracking for Mr Birling — saying his unspoken thoughts aloud as the action takes place.
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Act Three: Section 3

(From p. 53, Sheila and Mrs Birling return to p. 57, the Inspector’s exit)

When Mrs Birling and Sheila return they are told about developments. Mr Birling is angry at Eric for not coming to him. Sheila and the Inspector reveal Mrs Birling’s involvement with Eva to Eric, who is horrified and blames her for both the death of the girl and of the unborn child. 
In this section, we see the impact the Inspector has had on the Birling family and the Inspector leaves the stage, but not before Priestley uses the Inspector as a vehicle to remind the audience and characters that we are all collectively responsible for the consequences of our actions. He warns the characters and audience in a prophetic voice of things to come.
See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
Eric evidently has a history of wasting money. What line suggests this on p. 54?

2
Mr Birling thinks his son has been spoilt. Do you think this is true? Explain.

3
Look at pp. 54 and 55. There is a gradual build-up to when the Inspector shouts ‘Stop!’ What different devices does Priestley use to make the heightened emotions of characters clear?

4
What does the word ‘sardonically’ on p. 56 mean?

5
How can the Inspector be seen to have triumphed at this moment?

6
Work in pairs. Look carefully at the Inspector’s speeches on pp. 55 and 56. Priestley has the Inspector use a number of devices. Find some examples of these listed in the table below and explain their effects:

	Language device
	Effect

	Personal pronouns
	

	Recapping of events
	

	Imperatives
	

	Emotive language
	

	Lists
	


Extension activities

7
Look at the stage directions after the Inspector exits. What do they suggest about how each of the characters is feeling?

Role play

8
Work in a group of five. Each takes a role as a character in the play. Act out this section from 
p. 55 when the Inspector says ‘Stop!’ End the section as the Inspector is leaving, in a freeze frame that encapsulates how each character is feeling.
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Act Three: Section 4

(From p. 57, the Inspector’s exit to p. 61, Gerald’s entrance)

This section of the play presents characters as they reflect upon their actions. We see how each character reacts to events. The timing of the Inspector’s entrance and its relation to previous conversations about community are discussed. Sheila’s perceptiveness is apparent in her recognition that ‘he never seemed like an ordinary police inspector’, hinting at the Inspector’s prophetic and omniscient status. Mr Birling begins to doubt the Inspector’s identity and starts to believe that they have been ‘bluffed’ into confessing their actions. He returns to his earlier beliefs about liberals and humanitarians, calling the Inspector ‘a Socialist or some sort of crank’. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
Why is Mr Birling angry at Eric?

2
In this section of the play, members of the Birling family snipe at each other. Find a few lines that show this.

3
How is Sheila used by Priestley as an assistant to the Inspector in this section?

4
Mr Birling blames the others for confessing their actions. Find two lines that show this.

5
Why is Mr Birling relieved when Sheila suggests that the doorbell could be Gerald coming back and what does this suggest?

Extension activities

6
Some key themes in the play are seen in this section. Fill the table below with quotations related to each of the listed themes.

	Theme
	Quotation

	The difference between law and morality 
	

	Responsibility
	     

	Guilt
	

	Lies
	

	Money
	

	Status
	


7
Sheila tells her parents that ‘you don’t seem to have learnt anything’ and when her mother calls her ‘childish’, Sheila says it is her parents ‘who are being childish’. In what ways can it be said that the child–parent roles have been reversed? 

Section notes and activities 15

Act Three: Section 5

(From p. 61, Gerald’s entrance to p. 63, ‘we’ve been had’)

In this section of the play, Sheila is prevented from telling Gerald the details of what has happened while he has been on his walk. However, the mood becomes one of relief and jubilation when Gerald puts forward the idea that the Inspector was not a police officer. He explains that, on his walk, he asked a police sergeant whether he knew of an Inspector Goole and he didn’t. Mr Birling sets out to confirm this by calling his friend Chief Constable Colonel Roberts. When he puts the telephone down, he asserts that Gerald is right: ‘we’ve been had.’

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
What does Gerald mean by ‘I had a special reason for coming’?

2
Characters are very conscious of what others think of them. How is this evident in what the Birlings and Gerald say and do in this section?

3
Find some lines that show the jubilant mood of this section of the play.
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Act Three: Section 6

(From p. 63 ‘we’ve been had’ to p. 70 ‘They haven’t had a suicide for months’)
In this section of the play, we see how the characters react differently to the possibility of the Inspector being a hoax. Gerald starts to prove that the Inspector was a fraud. He uses the uncertainty over the girl’s name and the fact that not all of them necessarily saw the same photograph, to prove that each of them could have interacted with a different girl. This leads him to question whether any girl has in fact died. When Gerald calls the infirmary to check this, he discovers that no girl has died and that they haven’t had a suicide in months. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
What reason does Mr Birling give, on p. 63, for not seeing through the Inspector?

2
Eric and Sheila feel differently about events than their parents do. Find some lines that characters say that show the differences between the way the younger and older Birlings feel about events.

3
Find quotations that show:

a
Mr Birling’s concern over scandal

b
Mr Birling’s domineering ways towards his children

c
Sheila’s upset at Gerald

d
Gerald’s composure

e
Eric’s upset at events

4
Look at stage directions throughout this section. List the directions next to the relevant characters in the table below

	Mr Birling
	

	Mrs Birling
	

	Eric
	

	Sheila
	

	Gerald
	


Extension activity

5
Using the table above, and your response to question 2, write a paragraph about how one of the characters is feeling. Make sure that you refer to evidence from this section of the play to support what you write.

Role play

6
Work in a pair. Imagine that Eric has been referred to a psychologist by his family. Script the confidential conversation that he and the psychologist have about his relationship with his parents and his behaviour both generally and towards Eva Smith. 
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Act Three: Section 7

(From p. 70, ‘They haven’t had a suicide for months’ to p. 72, end of play)

In this section of the play, Priestley highlights the differences between characters in their attitudes to events. Mr Birling uses the fact that there was no suicide as ‘proof positive’ to suggest that the whole story is ‘just a lot of moonshine’ and he and his wife are happy to forget their actions and return to celebrations. However, Sheila and Eric are unable to forget. They feel guilty about their actions and, unlike their parents and Gerald, they have been changed by recent events. Just as Mr and Mrs Birling and Gerald’s ease has been restored, Priestley returns to the Inspector’s message of responsibility: the telephone rings advising the family that a girl has just died in the Infirmary after swallowing some disinfectant and that a police inspector is on his way to ask some questions. 

See the accompanying Philip Allan Literature Guide and the website www.philipallan.co.uk/literatureguidesonline for a more detailed summary of this section of Act Three.

1
Mr Birling is very relieved by the new turn of events. Find examples of what he says and does that show this.

2
On p. 71, two characters repeat the words that the Inspector says. Who are these two characters and what is the difference in the way in which they repeat the words?

3
What does Gerald do that suggests he wants things to return to the way they were?

4
Priestley believed that the younger generation offered hope for the future. What does Mr Birling say that shows that he presents a contrast to Priestley’s own ideas?

Extension activity

5
Work in groups. Both Sheila and Eric say ‘It frightens me’. Discuss what you think Priestley is suggesting that they are afraid of. Write your conclusions below.

Section notes�and activities








