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English Language Paper 1
Question 1 “List four things from this part of the text about…”
Skill 1: Decoding Complex Text
You will be told that Question 1 is easy. This is because all you have to do is read the text and
select the right information from the extract.
But.
The text you are asked to read is really complicated. It is likely to have some words in that you
don’t know the meaning for.
Task 1: Read this extract.
When a child first catches adults out—when it first walks into his grave little head that
adults do not always have divine intelligence, that their judgments are not always wise,
their thinking true, their sentences just—his world falls into panic desolation. The gods
are fallen and all safety gone. And there is one sure thing about the fall of gods: they do
not fall a little; they crash and shatter or sink deeply into green muck. It is a tedious job
to build them up again; they never quite shine. And the child’s world is never quite whole
again. It is an aching kind of growing.
Imagine you are in the examination. Guess the meaning of the words highlighted in this text.
Grave means…

Divine means…

Just means…

Desolation means…

Tedious means…

Tip: Read the word in the sentence, or a small part of the sentence. Think: what it would make sense for the
word to mean?

Task 2: Sum up what the writer tells us in the extract. Use your own words.

Tip: In the examination, you could write bullet points in the margin, summing up what is
being said in each paragraph.

Task 3: Select three phrases that talk about adults.
Phrase 1….

Phrase 2…

Phrase 3…

Tip: Copy out small of text from the extract when answering this question. Do not use your own words.

Task 4: Read this extract.
The Women’s Institute Movement in Britain started in 1915, under the auspices of the
Agricultural Organisations Society (AOS). The catalyst was the meeting, in February 1915,
of AOS Secretary John Nugent Harris and Canadian, Madge Watt, who was to be given the
role of setting up Women’s Institutes in Britain.
The AOS was formed in 1901 to help farmers set up co-operatives, as a way of revitalising
the failing farming industry. John Nugent Harris had tried to get the AOS to involve
women who played an important, often unpaid, role in agriculture but had no training and
no say in what was going on.

Madge Watt had been closely involved with the Women’s Institute in British Columbia
assisting the Provincial Department of Agriculture to form Women’s Institutes. Now she
had come to live in England she was keen to extend the WI Movement to Britain. The first
WI was formed at Llanfairpwll, Anglesey in September 1915.
John Nugent Harris and Madge Watt decided that Women’s Institutes were just what was
needed to revitalise rural communities and to involve women in producing more food for
the war-torn country. John Nugent Harris persuaded a somewhat reluctant AOS to
appoint Madge Watt, at first for just 6 months, as an Organiser to try set up Women’s
Institutes.
Colonel Stapleton Cotton, a Vice Chairman of AOS and Chairman of the North Wales
branch of AOS, invited Madge Watt to come and speak at a conference on June 15th at
Bangor University College and he and his wife were so impressed by what Madge had to
say that they invited her, the very next day, to meet women from their village, Llanfairpwll
on Anglesey. At this meeting the women decided that they would like to start a WI. Mrs
Stapleton Cotton became the first WI President, a post she held until her death in 1924.
Encouraged by this enthusiastic response Madge Watt went on to form further Women’s
Institutes, at first also in Wales at Cefn, and Trefnant, both in Denbigshire, in October
1915, and then in England at Singleton, Sussex (W) and Wallisdown Dorset in November
1915.

a. Highlight the words you do not understand. Guess what they mean, using the rest of the
sentence to help you.

b. Summarise each paragraph. Write a short bullet point next to each paragraph making your
best guest about what it is saying.

c. Select three phrases that tell the reader about the Women’s Institute.
i.
ii.
iii.

Question 1: “List four things from this part of the text about…”
Skill 2: Finding the obvious meaning and finding the suggested
meaning
Some of the phrases you will need to find will be obvious. So, if it asks you to find phrases about
adults you will see the word “adult” in a sentence. You still need to select an accurate part of the
text. You cannot copy too much and you cannot copy too little.
Some of the phrases you will need to find will be hidden, with the meaning suggested by the writer.
So, when the writer mentions “gods”, for instance, the writer still means adults. So, you would be
expected to copy this part of the text as a accurately as you can too.

Here is an example. Question 1: List three things from this extracts that tell us about
adults.
When a child first catches adults out—when it first walks into his grave little head that
adults do not always have divine intelligence, that their judgments are not always wise,
their thinking true, their sentences just—his world falls into panic desolation. The gods
are fallen and all safety gone. And there is one sure thing about the fall of gods: they do
not fall a little; they crash and shatter or sink deeply into green muck. It is a tedious job
to build them up again; they never quite shine. And the child’s world is never quite whole
again. It is an aching kind of growing.

Notice how the phrase in yellow uses the word “adults”. This helps you to know that this is talking
about “adults”, which is the keyword in the question.
Notice how the phrase in green uses the word “their”. You need to be able to follow the meaning
of the sentence and work out that “their” still means adult. The comma helps you see that it is a
separate idea.
Notice how the phrase in blue mentions “gods” not adults. You need to follow the meaning of the
whole paragraph, which is saying that adults are not all-knowing, which is what gods are meant to be.
This means you must work out what is suggested.

Tip: Highlighting the extract like this is a good examination technique.

Task 4: Read this extract.
Question 01: List three things from this extract that tell us about change.

We believe that we can change the things around us in accordance with our desires—we
believe it because otherwise we can see no favourable outcome. We do not think of the
outcome which generally comes to pass and is also favourable: we do not succeed in
changing things in accordance with our desires, but gradually our desires change. The
situation that we hoped to change because it was intolerable becomes unimportant to us.
We have failed to surmount the obstacle, as we were absolutely determined to do, but life
has taken us round it, led us beyond it, and then if we turn round to gaze into the distance
of the past, we can barely see it, so imperceptible has it become.
a. Write a list of instructions. How can you work out the answer to this question?

b. Answer the question. Pick out the exact bit of the text. Copy this exact bit of the text.
i.
ii.
iii.

REVISION ACTIVITIES:
1. Draw a diagram that reminds you of the steps you can take
for understanding a complicated piece of text.
2. Practice reading complicated extracts. The more you read,
the more words you will know!

Question 2: “How does the writer use language here to”
Skill 1: Naming the language techniques
Your first task is to answer the question: What language does the writer use?
The exam paper will suggest you could talk about:
words and phrases

language features and techniques

sentence forms.

Tip: “could” means you may want to talk about these bullet points but you don’t have to mention all of them.

Words and phrases

Language features and
techniques

Sentence forms

Noun
Noun phrase
Verb
Verb phrase
Adverb
Adverbial phrase
Adjective
Adjectival phrase
Pronoun
Superlative
Conjunction
In/definite article

Metaphor
Simile
Personification
Repetition
Exaggeration
Hyperbole
Oxymoron
Paradox
Symbolism
Alliteration
Pattern of three
Irony

Statement
Question
Command
Imperative
Exclamation
Simple sentence
Incomplete sentence
Compound sentence
Complex sentence
Rhetorical question
Short sentence
Run on sentence

Task 1: Highlight the words and phrases, language features and techniques and sentence forms that
you know.

Task 2: Select 10 language techniques. Find out the meaning of the technique. Find an
example of the technique in a book or from the article.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

When you are reading the extract, you need to highlight words and phrases that are used in an
interesting way. You will know if it is interesting because it will make you see an image, hear a sound
in a particular way, or make you feel some emotion. It is us up to you what language is interesting.

Read this extract.
Some possible examples of interesting language have been highlighted. The highlighted text would be
used as a quotation in your answer.
Then they went into José Arcadio Buendía’s room, shook him as hard as they could,
shouted in his ear, put a mirror in front of his nostrils, but they could not awaken him. A
short time later, when the carpenter was taking measurements for the coffin, through the
window they saw a light rain of tiny yellow flowers falling. They fell on the town all through
the night in a silent storm, and they covered the roofs and blocked the doors and
smothered the animals who slept outdoors. So many flowers fell from the sky that in the
morning the streets were carpeted with a compact cushion and they had to clear them
away with shovels and rakes so that the funeral procession could pass by.

Task 3: Name the techniques highlighted in the extract. There may be more than one language
technique used in each quotation.
i.

“a light rain of tiny yellow flowers falling” uses

ii.

“a silent storm” uses

iii.

“smothered” uses

iv.

“carpeted with a compact cushion” uses

Tip: The smaller the portion of text you choose to use as a quotation the cleverer you will seem.

Notice how the writer has used “they” all the way through the extract. This technique could be
called a pronoun or it could be called repetition.
When starting to write about this language technique you need to give an example and then label the
technique. It would look something like this: “The writer repeatedly uses the pronoun “they” when
describing those tending to the dead man.”
Task 4: Using the quotations and techniques you identified in task 3, write a sentence that introduces
the quotation and the technique. You may want to begin with “The writer uses…”
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Task 5: You need to practise the process of identifying interesting quotations and naming the
language techniques used by the writer.
Highlight the interesting language used by the writer.
Name the language – labelling the language techniques in the margin.
Select the best three language techniques, which you think will make you appear clever.

There, peeping among the cloud-wrack
above a dark tor high up in the mountains,
Sam saw a white star twinkle for a while.
The beauty of it smote his heart, as he
looked up out of the forsaken land, and
hope returned to him. For like a shaft, clear
and cold, the thought pierced him that in
the end the Shadow was only a small and
passing thing: there was a light and high
beauty for ever beyond its reach.

Tip: Highlighting the quotations you will use is an excellent technique in the examination. Naming the
techniques in the margin is also a good way of working out your answer. Circling the strong ideas and
crossing out the weak ideas gives you the best chance of a top mark!

Task 6: Write a series of sentences that introduce the quotation and the language technique used.
You might want to start with “The writer has used…”

REVISION ACTIVITIES:
3. Go into a shop and label all the language techniques you see
on signs and on product labels.
4. Collect all the leaflets and junk mail. Create a scrap books,
cutting out examples of language and then labelling the
language.

Question 2: “How does the writer use language here to”
Skill 2: Working out why the technique is used.
The next question you need to answer is: why does the writer use the language technique? You
must make your best guess about the impact the writer was hoping for when using that language.
Here is the same extract from Skill 1. The language is likely to concentrate on the impact of the man
dying. So, all guesses about why the language is used will likely connect to this event.
Then they went into José Arcadio Buendía’s room, shook him as hard as they could,
shouted in his ear, put a mirror in front of his nostrils, but they could not awaken him. A
short time later, when the carpenter was taking measurements for the coffin, through the
window they saw a light rain of tiny yellow flowers falling. They fell on the town all through
the night in a silent storm, and they covered the roofs and blocked the doors and
smothered the animals who slept outdoors. So many flowers fell from the sky that in the
morning the streets were carpeted with a compact cushion and they had to clear them
away with shovels and rakes so that the funeral procession could pass by.

Look at this example of an answer which answers two questions now: What language technique
has the writer used? And: Why does the writer use the language technique?
The writer has used the oxymoron “silent storm” to describe the weather after the death of Jose.
The contradiction of the storm, which suggests an extreme upset, or the grief of nature, is
contrasted with the adjective “silent”, which shows the reader that even nature is being respectful of
the loss of this man.
Task 1: Use the other quotations to write paragraphs about the language techniques used by the
writer. Remember, should say what language technique and then why the writer has use this
technique.
i.

“a light rain of tiny yellow flowers falling”

ii.

“smothered”

iii.

“carpeted with a compact cushion”

Let’s go back a step.
The starting point for working out why language is used is to puzzle out what the writer is talking
about and how he or she wants you to feel about the events or the people in the events.
There, peeping among the cloud-wrack
above a dark tor high up in the mountains,
Sam saw a white star twinkle for a while.
The beauty of it smote his heart, as he
looked up out of the forsaken land, and
hope returned to him. For like a shaft, clear
and cold, the thought pierced him that in
the end the Shadow was only a small and
passing thing: there was a light and high
beauty for ever beyond its reach.

Task 2: Answer these questions.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

What is happening in this extract?
What does the writer want us to think about
these events?
What does the writer want us to think about
Sam?
What does the writer want us to think about
the Shadow?

Task 3: Write about the choice of the verb “peeping” and the choice of the adjective “white.”
Remember to start by writing a sentence that answers the question What language technique does the
writer use? And, then answer the question: Why does the writer use these language techniques?

Task 4: Practise writing about why the writer uses language techniques. Select a different quotation
from the extract, identify the technique and then ask: why.

REVISION ACTIVITIES:
5. When you watch advertisements on TV ask yourself why
they are choosing certain language techniques.
6. Produce a diagram that reminds you what you should do in
the examination when you are asked to write about
language techniques.

Question 2: “How does the writer use language here to”
Skill 3: Adding depth and detail.
To get the highest marks you will need to write a lot about a little. This is an important phrase
“write a lot about a little” if you want to get a grade one in the examination. Remember when you
were selecting quotations you were told you would seem clever if the quotation was short. This is
the “little”. The “lot” is the length of the comment you make about the language technique.
You have learnt to answer two questions so far:
What language technique does the writer use?
Why does the writer use this language technique?
There are two other questions you could ask to add more depth and detail to your answer. First:
You could ask “Why does the writer use this language technique?” again (and possibly again).
Second: “How does the reader think or feel about this language use?”
Task 1: Recap the process of writing about language techniques.
Question 02: How does the writer use language here to describe the man.

i.

Work out what the extract is about.

ii.

Highlight interesting uses of language.

iii.

Answer the question: What language technique has the writer used?

iv.

Answer the question: Why has the writer used this language technique?

v.

Write the answers to your questions into a paragraph.

This paragraph, if you write two or three other paragraphs of the same quality, will likely be good
enough for a grade five or a grade four.
Your paragraph might look something like this:
The writer uses adjectives such as “straw haired” and “effeminate” when describing the man. The writer
uses these adjectives to show the reader that he does not like this man. It is like he is insulting him with
his choice of description.

What if you asked more “why questions? Like:
Why is “straw” so bad?
Why would the word “effeminate” be such an insult to a man with such big muscles?
How does the writer want me to think and feel about this man?
The paragraph might look something like this:
The writer uses adjectives such as “straw haired” and “effeminate” when describing the man. The use of
the adjective “straw” makes the hair sound brittle and like it is stuck out scruffily. Considering the man
is dressed so smartly this shows he is probably putting on his posh ways. The adjective “effeminate”
when describing a man with muscles in 1925 would be seen as a massive insult, questioning his
masculinity and suggesting he is dressed like a woman. This reveals to the reader that the writer uses
these adjectives to present a potential villain, a dislikeable man. Fitzgerald is not subtle when insulting
this character, emphasised by the use of the word “cruel” towards the end of the extract.

Notice the difference between the two paragraphs? One is obviously longer than the other. This is
not what makes it better. It is because the second paragraph gives more depth and detail about
each quotation selected. This is what is meant by writing a lot about a little. Asking more than
one question about each quotation helps you to say a lot.

Task 2: Write a lot about a little. Write about the language used in this quotation:
“His speaking voice, a gruff, husky tenor added to the impression of fractiousness”

REVISION ACTIVITY:
7. The only way to get good at this is to drill the skill. Like a
sports person or a soldier, you need to do this over and
over again until it is muscle memory.

Question 3: How has the writer structured the text to
interest you as a reader?
Skill 1: Words to use when writing about structure
What is structure you say? A good question. If you don’t fully understand what the structure of a
text means, then you are going to be guessing your whole answer.
Let’s make this simple.
These are houses.
These are also called structures.

These are bricks.
They help build the structure.

Here is a piece of writing.
It has a structure.

This is a paragraph.
These paragraphs help build the structure of a piece of writing.

So, when writing about the structure of a piece of writing you are talking about how the paragraphs
are put together. You will then need to say why the writer put the paragraphs together in the way
that they did.

Here are some words that can help you to explore the structure of a text.









Description
Sequence
Chronological
Cause and effect
Problem and solution
Introduction
Development
Conclusion

Task 1: Find out the meaning of these words. Write a definition and find an example of a story that
uses the technique. Use the internet to help you.
Task 2: Read this extract. Write a bullet point next to each paragraph summing up what is
happening in the story. Then, use one of the words from the list to describe what the writer is
choosing to do.
The former tenant of our house, a priest, had died in the back
drawing-room. Air, musty from having been long enclosed, hung in all
the rooms, and the waste room behind the kitchen was littered with
old useless papers. Among these I found a few paper-covered books,
the pages of which were curled and damp: The Abbot, by Walter
Scott, The Devout Communicant and The Memoirs of Vidocq. I liked
the last best because its leaves were yellow.
The wild garden behind the house contained a central apple-tree and
a few straggling bushes under one of which I found the late tenant’s
rusty bicycle-pump. He had been a very charitable priest; in his will
he had left all his money to institutions and the furniture of his house
to his sister. When the short days of winter came dusk fell before we
had well eaten our dinners.
When we met in the street the houses had grown sombre. The
space of sky above us was the colour of ever-changing violet and
towards it the lamps of the street lifted their feeble lanterns. The
cold air stung us and we played till our bodies glowed. Our shouts
echoed in the silent street. The career of our play brought us
through the dark muddy lanes behind the houses where we ran the
gauntlet of the rough tribes from the cottages, to the back doors of
the dark dripping gardens where odours arose from the ashpits, to
the dark odorous stables where a coachman smoothed and combed
the horse or shook music from the buckled harness.
When we returned to the street, light from the kitchen windows had
filled the areas. If my uncle was seen turning the corner we hid in the
shadow until we had seen him safely housed. Or if Mangan’s sister
came out on the doorstep to call her brother in to his tea we
watched her from our shadow peer up and down the street. We
waited to see whether she would remain or go in and, if she
remained, we left our shadow and walked up to Mangan’s steps
resignedly. She was waiting for us, her figure defined by the light from
the half-opened door.

Task 3: Now, imagine there is an arrow in between each paragraph. Think: how does one paragraph
link to the next paragraph? Use words such as: first, next, before, after, links, develops, details,
background, climax, concludes, repeats, supports.
The former tenant of our house, a priest, had died in the back drawing-room. Air, musty from having
been long enclosed, hung in all the rooms, and the waste room behind the kitchen was littered with old
useless papers. Among these I found a few paper-covered books, the pages of which were curled and
damp: The Abbot, by Walter Scott, The Devout Communicant and The Memoirs of Vidocq. I liked the
last best because its leaves were yellow.

The wild garden behind the house contained a central apple-tree and a few straggling bushes under one of
which I found the late tenant’s rusty bicycle-pump. He had been a very charitable priest; in his will he had
left all his money to institutions and the furniture of his house to his sister. When the short days of winter
came dusk fell before we had well eaten our dinners.

When we met in the street the houses had grown sombre. The space of sky above us was the colour of
ever-changing violet and towards it the lamps of the street lifted their feeble lanterns. The cold air stung
us and we played till our bodies glowed. Our shouts echoed in the silent street. The career of our play
brought us through the dark muddy lanes behind the houses where we ran the gauntlet of the rough
tribes from the cottages, to the back doors of the dark dripping gardens where odours arose from the
ashpits, to the dark odorous stables where a coachman smoothed and combed the horse or shook music
from the buckled harness.

When we returned to the street, light from the kitchen windows had filled the areas. If my uncle was seen
turning the corner we hid in the shadow until we had seen him safely housed. Or if Mangan’s sister came
out on the doorstep to call her brother in to his tea we watched her from our shadow peer up and down
the street. We waited to see whether she would remain or go in and, if she remained, we left our shadow
and walked up to Mangan’s steps resignedly. She was waiting for us, her figure defined by the light from
the half-opened door.

Task 4: Using your bullet points and your notes in the arrows, write a description of the structure of
this text. Use the keywords to help you make your description of the text structure sound expert.

Question 3: How has the writer structured the text to
interest you as a reader?
Skill 2: Exploring the reasons for a text’s structure
There are two questions that will help you explore the choices made by the writer. The writer
decides to structure the text for a reason. So, the first question you should ask is:
Why does the writer do this?
But, the writer is not the only one involved in a piece of writing. You, the reader, is also involved in
the story. So, the second question you should ask is:
How does this impact on the reader?
Task 1: Make up a list of questions about the extract you have described. You need to replace the
word “this” with something specific from the extract. For instance: Why does the writer introduce
the story of the priest when describing the house?
You need to write questions that cover all the paragraphs in the extract.

Paragraph
one

Paragraph
two

Paragraph
three

Paragraph
four

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

The answers to your “why” and “how” questions will be the content of your response to the
questions.
Task 2: Write an answer to the question: How has the writer structured the text to interest you as
a reader?

Task 3: Look at this diagram.

How would this diagram help you to answer a question about the structure of a text? Remember
bullet points and questions!
Read this extract.

Task 4: Write an answer to the question: How has the writer structured the text to interest you as
a reader?

REVISION ACTIVITY:
8. Read short stories – lots of different ones. As you read
think: Why has the writer done this? How does the
reader react to this? The more you practise the easier it
becomes!

Question 4: Do you agree?
Skill 1: Revising language skills
It is not enough to say you like the story or don’t like the story. This question is worth 20 marks,
so the examiner is going to expect a lot from you. They are going to want you to have an opinion on
the way the writer has made specific, or small, choices. This means having an opinion about the
language used by the writer.
The good news is that you have already worked hard at answering a question about language in
Question 2. This means you can use these skills again and then add to them.
The first skill you need to revise then is the identification and comment on language.
Remember this table.

Words and phrases

Language features and
techniques

Sentence forms

Noun
Noun phrase
Verb
Verb phrase
Adverb
Adverbial phrase
Adjective
Adjectival phrase
Pronoun
Superlative
Conjunction
In/definite article

Metaphor
Simile
Personification
Repetition
Exaggeration
Hyperbole
Oxymoron
Paradox
Symbolism
Alliteration
Pattern of three
Irony

Statement
Question
Command
Imperative
Exclamation
Simple sentence
Incomplete sentence
Compound sentence
Complex sentence
Rhetorical question
Short sentence
Run on sentence

Task 1: Select 10 more techniques. Write the definition of the technique in your own words. Write
the meaning so you really understand what it means.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

Task 2: Select a quotation from this extract that you think is written in an interesting way. Using a
highlighter is a good examination technique here.

When I was a girl, my life was music that was always getting louder. Everything moved
me. A dog following a stranger. That made me feel so much. A calendar that showed
the wrong month. I could have cried over it. I did. Where the smoke from a chimney
ended. How an overturned bottle rested at the edge of a table. I spent my life learning
to feel less. Every day I felt less. Is that growing old? Or is it something worse? You
cannot protect yourself from sadness without protecting yourself from happiness.
Task 3: Name the language you have found interesting. Write a sentence that introduces the
quotation and the technique you have identified.
For example: The writer has used the metaphor of “music” to represent the life of the girl as she
grows up.

Task 4: Ask yourself “why” and “how” questions.
Why does the writer do this?
How does the reader react to this?
Remember to replace “this” with your quotation and the technique. For instance: Why does the
writer use the metaphor of “music”? How does the reader react to the metaphor of “music”?

Task 5: Write a paragraph for the language you have selected. Use the questions you have asked to
add depth and detail. Here is an example to help you.
The writer has used the metaphor of “music” to represent the life of the girl as she grows up.
The writer says that the music grows louder, suggesting that the music represents the bustle of
life and how complicated it becomes. However, the use of “music” makes the girl seem almost
magical and like she is full of the powerful emotions of music. The reader starts to understand
that the volume of the music represents the passion in the girl and how it grows, as she does.

Question 4: Do you agree?
Skill 2: Revising your understanding of structure
Giving your opinion on the choices the writer has made can also mean writing about the structure
of the text.
Task 1: Write a definition of what the word “structure” means and how this links to a piece of
writing.

Task 2: Draw a flow diagram. Write a bullet point summing up each section, use a structure word
to label it, use a word to say how the sections are linked.
Description Sequence Chronological Cause and effect Problem and solution Introduction
Development Conclusion First Next Before After Links Develops Details Background Climax
Concludes Repeats Supports.

Here is an example of describing the structure: The first paragraph introduces the story the narrator
is about to tell, using the newspaper advert. This links to the next paragraph, which adds more detail
by introducing us to the narrator in the story.

Task 3: You then need to ask questions.
Why does the writer do this?
How does the reader react to this?
Remember to replace “this” with the small details you have described. For example: Why does the
writer start by introducing the story and then introducing details about the narrator? How does the
reader react to the introduction of the story and the details of the narrator?

Task 4: Write a paragraph about a different part of the text. Try to use words that refer to the
structure. Make sure you mention the reader and try hard to use words like suggests, seems,
because…
Here is a paragraph that writes about structure.
The first paragraph introduces the story the narrator is about to tell, using the newspaper
advert. The writer begins at this point to highlight the spontaneous nature of the incident. He is
suggesting that the event happened by chance because he found the newspaper advert. This links
to the next paragraph, which adds more detail by introducing us to the narrator in the story.
The narrator laughs out loud. This links to the spontaniety of the first paragraph, as the narrator
seems fun and open to responding to incidents, such as finding an advert about becoming an elf.
The reader assumes from this introduction that the story is going to be amusing and lighthearted and begins to like the narrator.

REVISION ACTIVITY:
9. Practising language analysis (Question 2) and exploration
of structure (Question 3) will help you get a top mark in
the bigger Question 4!

Question 4: Do you agree?
Skill 3: Giving your opinion
When you are writing about someone’s writing it is important to write use “I” and “my”. However,
you still need to sound like an expert, so you need to avoid like and dislike or good and bad. These
words sound like something young children say. So, to sound more mature you need to use
evaluative adjectives.
Here are some evaluative adjectives.

Task 1: Use a thesaurus and a dictionary to come up with a long list of adjectives that evaluate if
something is good or bad.
Task 2: Here are some examples of giving an opinion about a writer’s work. Spot the difference
between these paragraphs and the earlier paragraphs about language and structure.
I enjoy the way the writer has used the metaphor of “music” to represent the life of the girl as
she grows up. The writer says that the music grows louder, successfully suggesting that the
music represents the bustle of life and how complicated it becomes. However, the use of
“music” is more than this, as it makes the girl seem almost magical and like she is full of the
powerful emotions of music, which is a clever way to introduce the emotions of growing up.
The reader starts to understand that the volume of the music represents the passion in the girl
and how it grows, as she does – which shows the depth of the metaphor.

The first paragraph effectively introduces the story the narrator is about to tell, using the
newspaper advert. I am impressed by the way the writer begins at this point, highlighting the
spontaneous nature of the incident. It is a clever way to suggest that the event happened by
chance because he found the newspaper advert. This seamlessly links to the next paragraph,
which adds more detail by introducing us to the narrator in the story. The narrator laughs out
loud. This is a successful way to link to the spontaniety of the first paragraph, as the narrator
seems fun and open to responding to incidents, such as finding an advert about becoming an elf.
The reader assumes from this introduction that the story is going to be amusing and lighthearted and the writer helps me to begin to like the narrator, which is important to the success
of the extract.

The question will give the opinion of a student who has read the extract. The question will then ask
if you agree with the opinion.
The opinion will be some like this:
“The writer brings the very different characters to life for the reader. It is as if you are inside the
coach with them.”
In order for you to have a lot to say it is probably a good idea to both agree and disagree, or to
suggest something else that you prefer, other than what is mention in the opinion.
For instance:
Paragraph 1: I also enjoy the way the writer begins the different characters to life.
Paragraph 2: Although I enjoy some of the characters, I find the number of characters difficult to
follow.
Paragraph 3: The characters introduced by the writer are excellent but I much prefer the way she
sets the scene of the coach driving through the countryside.
Here is an example of a question.
Question 04 A student, having read this section of the text said: “The writer makes the
event seem really funny by making the application to be an elf seem so serious.”
To what extent do you agree?

Task 3: Write a series of paragraph openings that will help you to write about your opinion about
this text.

The examination paper is organised in a way to help you answer this final question.
Question 1: Understand the extract.
Question 2: Write about the language.
Question 3: Write about the structure.
Question 4: Write about how good the writer is at using language and structure, in your opinion.

Task 4: Think back through all you have learnt in this booklet. You should:
Draw a diagram that helps you to understand how to answer Question 4.
OR
Write a list of instructions that you can follow.
OR
Explain what you must do to someone else. Teach them how to answer Question 4.
OR
Choose a way that helps you to remember how to bring everything you have learnt together to
answer Question 4.

REVISION ACTIVITIES:
10. Read a lot of short stories. Get used to the difference
between stories you like and stories you do not like.
11. Write pieces in a diary. Try to use techniques and
organise your work in a way you think is successful.
12. Drill your skills. Practice writing answers to questions.

